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The  2000  Presidential  Campaign 


Every  four  years,  FCNL  devotes  an  issue  of  the 
Washington  Nezvsletter  to  the  presidential  campaign. 
We  attempt  to  compare  the  positions  of  the  leading 
presidential  candidates  on  issues  of  particular  inter¬ 
est  to  FCNL.  We  draw  heavily  on  candidates' 
speeches,  position  papers,  interviews,  and  postings 
on  the  candidates'  own  web  sites.  Where  possible, 
we  have  let  the  candidates  speak  in  their  own 
words. 

In  many  previous  years,  we  at  FCNL  have  restricted 
our  comparisons  to  the  two  major  party  candidates. 
This  has  reflected  our  effort  to  balance  the  space  con¬ 
straints  in  the  Nezvsletter  with  our  desire  to  provide 
the  information  which  will  be  most  helpful  to  our 
readers. 

This  year,  our  effort  to  balance  the  constraints  of 
space  with  the  needs  and  interests  of  our  readers  has 
led  us  to  compare  four  candidates.  In  addition  to 
George  W.  Bush  and  A1  Gore,  we  are  presenting 
information  about  Patrick  Buchanan  and  Ralph 
Nader.  We  have  included  Patrick  Buchanan  because 
the  Reform  Party  qualified  (on  the  basis  of  v'^otes  cast 
in  the  1996  presidential  election)  for  federal  funding 
for  this  election.  We  have  included  Ralph  Nader 

November  7  is  election 
day.  Please  vote — and  take 
a  friend  along 


because  he  has  consistently  polled  higher  than 
Patrick  Buchanan  and  thus  also  merits  serious  con¬ 
sideration. 

We  have  organized  the  comparisons  around  major 
issues  such  as  arms  control,  military  spending,  and 
economic  justice.  Within  each  issue  area,  the  candi¬ 
dates  are  presented  in  alphabetical  order.  Our  cover¬ 
age  of  issues  is  not  comprehensive.  Howev'er,  the 
comparisons  do  illustrate  significant  differences 
among  the  candidates. 

For  background  information  about  specific  issues, 
we  encourage  you  to  consult  past  issues  of  the  FCNL 
Washington  Nezvsletter  and  FCNL's  web  site.  ■ 


The  information  in  this  issue. . . 

Information  that  is  in  quotes  and  italics  has  been 
taken  directly  from  the  candidates'  speeches 
and  statements.  Information  that  is  in  quotes 
but  not  in  italics  has  been  taken  directly  from 
the  candidates'  web  sites. 

The  candidates  vary  in  how  much  they  have 
spoken  on  particular  issues.  In  some  instances, 
after  searching  a  candidate's  web  site  and 
searching  other  public  records,  we  could  find  no 
remarks  of  substance  on  a  particular  issue.  We 
have  shown  this  by  an  asterisk  (*). 

Candidate  web  sites: 

Buchanan  <www.gopatgo2()()0.org> 

Bush  <www.georgewbush.com> 

Gore  <www.algore.com> 

Nader  <www.votenader.com>. 
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The  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON 
NATIONAL  LEGISLATION  (FCNL), 
a  (Quaker  lobby  in  the  public  interest, 
seeks  to  follow  the  leadings  of  the  Spir¬ 
it  as  it  speaks  for  itself  and  for  like- 
nunded  Friends.  Views  expressed  in 
PCNL's  Washington  Neiosletter  are  guid¬ 
ed  by  the  Statement  of  Legislative  Poli¬ 
cy  which  is  prepared  and  approved  by 
PCNL's  Cieneral  Committee.  FCNL 
includes  Friends  appointed  by  26 
Friends'  yearly  meetings  and  by  seven 
other  Friends'  organizations  in  the 
United  States. 

Clerk:  Jonathan  Fisch 

Assistant  Clerk:  Margaret  R.  Hummon 

Executive  Secretary:  Joe  Volk 

The  FCNL  Washington  Newsletter  is 
published  ten  times  a  year  (monthly, 
with  July-August  and  November- 
December  combined  issues).  In  addi¬ 
tion,  a  voting  record  is  published  aimu- 
cdly  and  a  congressiorral  directory  is 
prepared  for  each  new  Congress. 

The  Washington  Neiosletter  is  sent  free 
upon  request  and  automatically  to  cur¬ 
rent  donors.  Your  contributions  are 
needed  to  support  FCNL's  lobbying 
and  education  work. 

Editor.  Florence  C.  Kimball 

This  month's  contributing  writers: 
Ned  Stowe,  Florence  Kimball 

Large  print  and  audiotape  versions  of 
the  Washington  Newsletter  are  available 
upon  request.  The  Washington  Newslet¬ 
ter  is  available  in  microform  from  Uni¬ 
versity  Microfilms  International,  300 
North  Zeeb  Road,  Dept.  P.R.,  Ann 
Arbor,  MI  48106. 

Reprinting  Washington  Newsletter 
Items:  We  encourage  our  readers  to 
copy  and  distribute  items  from  FCNL's 
Wa^ington  Neiosletter.  When  doing  so, 
please  include  the  following  credit: 
"Reprinted  from  the  Washington 
Newsletter,  [issue  #,  month  and 
year]  published  by  the  Friends 
Committee  on  National 
Legislation." 

We  would  appreciate  receiving  a  copy 
with  a  brief  note  indicating  how/where 
the  item  was  used  and  the  approximate 
numbers  of  copies  distribute. 

Friends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation 

245  Second  Street  NE 
Washington,  DC  20002-5795 
Phone:  202-547-6000 
800-630-1330 
Fax:  202-547-6019 
Legislative  Action  Message: 
202-547-4343 
e-mail:  fcnl@fcnl.org 
Web  site:  http:/ /www.fml.oig 

O  Printed  on  recycled  paper 
with  soy-based  ink. 


Military  Spending 

Buchanan 

"We  cannot  yolice  the  planet  on  a  defense  budget  of  3%  GDP,  and  unless  Amer¬ 
ica  is  prepared  to  restore  our  militanj  might,  we  cannot  contain  a  rearmed  Rus¬ 
sia,  patrol  the  Balkans,  roll  hack  a  second  Iraqi  attack  on  Kuwait,  repel  North 
Korea,  and  prevent  another  of  Beijing's  bullying  assaults  on  Taiwan. 

"America  must  retrench  and  rearm.  We  must  reclaim  American  invincibility 
on  land,  sea  and  air,  and  complete  the  Reagan  legacy  bxf  deploying  a  missile 
defense  system." 


George  Bush  calls  for  increasing  military  spending.  He  believes  that 
U.S.  military  forces  are  not  in  a  sufficient  state  of  readiness  and  that  they 
need  new  equipment,  more  training,  and  better  pay. 

"Today  our  military  is  still  organized  more  for  Cold  War  threats  than  for  the 
challenges  of  a  new  centuri/ — for  industrial  age  operations,  rather  than  for 
information  age  battles.  There  is  almost  no  relationship  between  our  budget  pri¬ 
orities  and  a  strategic  vision. 

"Our  forces  must  be  able  to  project  power  over  great  distances,  and  do  it  quick¬ 
ly.  Tlmj  must  be  agile,  harder  to  find,  easy  to  move,  and  lethal  in  action.  They 
must  have  the  technology  to  dominate  information,  and  own  the  skies  and  seas." 


"These  past  eight  years,  as  a  member  of  the  National  Security  Council,  I  have 
worked  to  reverse  the  decline  in  defense  spending — and  Tm  proud  that  we  won 
the  largest  military  pay  increase  in  twenty  years.  We  need  to  do  more. . . 

"...We  finally  reversed  the  defense  cuts  with  a  safe,  long-term  increase  in 
defense  spending.  I  will  insist  that  we  continue  that." 

"It  is  still  a  dangerous  world — and  a  strong  military  has  to  he  the  cornerstone  of 
our  security." 

Nader 

"Much  of  our  foreign  policy  is  driven  by  insatiable  corporate  pressures  to  sell 
military  hardware  to  both  the  Defense  Department  and  directly  to  foreign  dicta¬ 
tors.  This  happens  even  if  it  goes  against  the  interests  of  our  country,  taxpayers 
and  the  principle  of  prudently  allocated  public  budgets... 

"Fifty  years  after  World  War  II,  tens  of  thousands  of  our  troops  are  still  in 
Europe  and  East  Asia,  defending  prosperous  nation  allies  who  arefidly  capable 
of  defending  themselves  against  non-existent  enemies.  Yet,  useless  massive 
weapons  systems  remain  on  the  drawing  boards  to  further  mortgage  our  fiscal 
future  and  drain  moneif  and  talent  from  long  overdue  civilian  projects." 

"President  Bush  declared  the  end  of  the  Cold  War  10  years  ago  and  zve  still  Imve 
a  Cold  War  budget.  We  still  have  a  budget  that's  going  over  $300  billion  as  if 
zve  still  have  enemies  called  the  Soviet  Union.  When  are  zve  going  to  demobi¬ 
lize?  What  about  the  peace  dividend?"  ■ 


FCNL  Washington  Newsletter,  September  2000 


Page  3 


International  Affairs 


Buchanan 

"Americans  will  be  first  at  the  scene  to  help  victims  of 
natural  disaster  from  Kurdistan  to  Honduras.  But  the 
steady  siphoning  of  $30  million  a  day  and  $17  billion  a 
year  in  foreign  aid  from  the  U.S.  Treasury  must  come  to 
an  end. 

"Today,  one-fourth  of  America's  national  debt  is  traceable 
to  foreign  aid,  yet  we  continue  to  dig  deeper  into  debt  to 
fund  'friends' — three-quarters  of  whom  more  often  than 
not  vote  against  the  U.S.  in  the  U.N.  The  looting  of 
America  for  the  construction  of  the  New  World  Order 
must  end.  America  needs  a  policy  that  phases  out  foreign 
aid  and  focuses  instead  on  forgotten  Americans  here  at 
home.  The  time  has  come  for  nations  to  quit  presuming 
upon  American  benevolence  and  begin  playing  the  fidl  cost 
of  their  own  developmient  and  defense." 

Bush 

"...international  organizations  can  sen^e  the  cause  of 
peace.  I  will  never  place  U.S.  troops  under  U.N.  com¬ 
mand — but  the  U.N.  can  help  in  weapons  inspections, 
peacekeephng  and  humanitarian  efforts.  If  I  am  pwesident, 
America  will  pay  its  dues — but  only  if  the  U.N.'s  bureau¬ 
cracy  is  reformed,  and  our  disproportionate  share  of  its 
costs  is  reduced." 

Gore 

"More  and  more  each  year,  engagement  abroad  means  a 
political  struggle  here  at  home.  When  Congress  risks  our 
vote  at  the  United  Nations  hi/  refusing  to  pmy  our  dues; 
when  our  best  chance  of  achieving  a  nuclear  test  ban  is 


sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  partisan  piolitics;  when  even  the 
free  and  fair  trade  agreements  that  deepen  the  ties  among 
nations  become  political  footballs,  we  threaten  our  very 
stability  and  security." 

"We  need  a  firm  commitment  to  foreign  affairs  in  our 
budget.  It  amounts  to  a  pienny  for  every  dollar  in  the 
budget.  These  programs  are  not  charity,  but  national 
security.  They  must  he  enhanced,  not  reduced.  Through 
our  foreign  operations  funding,  the  U.S.  helps  encourage 
economic  and  political  development  in  neiv  democracies, 
helps  fight  disease  and  combat  illiteracy  in  the  some  of  the 
world's  poorest  countries  as  well  as  other  assistance  and 
provides  stabilizing  support  to  the  dez’eloping  zvorld." 

Nader 

"Well,  first  of  all  [I  would]  set  a  pmority  of  waging  peace. 
You  knoiv,  we  spend  huge  numbers  of  personnel  and 
money  in  preparing  for  war.  That's  what  the  Defetise 
Department  does,  as  an  arms  control  segment.  But  we're 
not  waging  peace  zvith  rigorous  energy,  mediation,  antici¬ 
pating  conflicts  abroad,  finding  out  zvhen  tzvo  egos  collide 
and  cost  thousands  of  young  men's  lives  [like  ini  Eritrea 
and  Ethiopia,  zvhich  could  have  been  preimited.  Preven- 
twe  diplomacy  and  pireventwe  defense  are  not  just  slo¬ 
gans.  Their  state  of  minds  [sic]  so  abhors  the  use  of  need¬ 
less  violence  betzveen  human  beings  that  the  pressure  is  on 
to  pirevent  it  and  to  prevent  it  and  to  prevent  it.  It  is 
important  to  have  a  lean  defense;  a  zvastefid  defense  is  a 
zveak  defense.  And  zve  have  got  to  learn  from  history. 
That's  the  one  thing  zve' re  not  learning  enough  from — 
mistakes  from  the  past,  successes  from  the  past."  ■ 


Buchanan 

Bush 

Gore 

United  Nations 

Opposes 

Supports  with  qualifications 

Supports 

■■ 

U.S.  policy  toward  Iraq 

Opposes 
economic 
sanctions 
against  Iraq. 

Republican  platform  calls  for  increased 
support  for  Iraqi  opposition  groups,  "the 
removal  of  Saddam  Hussein  and  the 
restoration  of  international  inspections  in 
collaboration  with  his  successor." 

Supports 
economic 
sanctions 
against  Iraq. 

3f 

Normal  U.S.-China 
trade  relations 

Opposes 

Supports 

Supports 

Opposes 

Military  and  security 
assistance  to  Colombia 

Supports 

Supports 

Ending  economic 
sanctions  against  Cuba 

Supports 

Opposes 

Opposes 

After  searching  the  candidate's  web  site  and  other  public  records,  we  w'ere  unable  to  find  substantive  remarks  on  this  issue. 
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Arms  Control  and  Disarmament 


Buchanan 

Bush 

Gore 

Nader 

Ratify  Comprehensiv^e 

Test  Ban  Treaty 

Opposes 

Opposes 

Supports 

Supports 

Deploy  National  Missile 
Defense  System  (NMD) 

Supports 

Supports 

Supports  limited 
NMD 

Opposes 

Take  nuclear  weapons 
off  high  alert 

a- 

Supports  removing 
"as  many  iceapous 
as  possible  from  high 
alert."  Would  "ask 
for  an  assessment." 

"This  issue  is  one 
that  requires  further 
detailed  study." 

Supports 

Nuclear  weapons 
reductions 

n- 

Supports  cuts 
below  START  II 
levels.  Supports 
unilateral  cuts  if 
necessary  and  if  in 
the  U.S.  interest. 

Opposes  unilateral 
cuts.  Supports 
negotiations  with 
Russia  for  reduc¬ 
tions  below  START 
II  levels.  (Would 
allow  each  nation 
2000-2500 
weapons).  Oppos¬ 
es  deeper  cuts  with¬ 
out  further  study. 

Supports  reduc¬ 
ing  U.S.  nuclear 
arsenal  to  1500 
warheads. 

Would  then  nego¬ 
tiate  further 
reductions  with 
Russia.  Would 
negotiate  time 
table  for  nuclear 
abolition. 

Assist  former  Soviet  states  in 
nuclear  weapons  disarmament 

Supports 

Supports 

*  After  searching  the  candidate's  web  site  and  other  public  records,  we  were  unable  to  find  substantive  remarks  on  this  issue. 


Lower  taxes,  Bigger  Gifts:  The  Magic  of  Appreciated  Securities 

Do  you  have  securities  (stocks,  bonds,  mutual  funds)  that  have  appreciated  in  value?  As  you  consider 
making  a  contribution  to  support  the  work  of  FCNL,  consider  giving  securities.  Under  current  tax 
laws,  a  gift  of  securities  might  enable  you  to  make  the  larger  gift  you  wish  you  could  make. 

When  you  transfer  (rather  than  sell)  a  security,  you  do  not  have  to  pay  capital  gains  tax.  You  may 
transfer  a  security  either  to  FCNL  or  to  the  FCNL  Education  Fund.  If  you  transfer  the  security  to  the 
FCNL  Education  Fund,  you  have  an  added  bonus;  you  can  take  a  charitable  deduction  for  the  full 
appreciated  value  of  the  security. 

Transferring  securities  to  FCNL  is  easy.  Contact  Arthur  Meyer  Boyd  at  FCNL  for  more  information. 
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Economic  Justice 


Minimum  wage  increase 

Buchanan 

Pat  Buchanan  would  consider  supporting  an 
increase  in  the  minimum  wage  in  return  for  a  tax  cut 
on  all  small  business  [sic]  in  the  U.S. 

Bush 

"I  support  raising  the  minimum  zvage  as  kmg  as  states 
are  given  flexibility  not  to  price  entn/  level  ivorkers  out  of 
the  market."  States  would  have  to  comply  with  mini¬ 
mum  wage  standards  already  in  place  but  would  be 
able  to  opt  out  of  any  new  wage  increase. 

Gore 

A1  Gore  supports  increasing  the  minimum  wage 
from  $5.15  to  $6.15/hr  over  the  next  two  years  with 
regular  reviews  of  the  minimum  wage  so  that  it 
keeps  pace  with  the  economy.  He  opposes  a  states' 
rights  provision  that  would  let  states  overrule  an 
increase  in  the  minimum  wage. 

Nader 

"There  is  an  immediate  need  to  raise  the  minimum  zvage." 


Earned  Income  Tax  Credit  (EITC) 

Buchanan  * 

Bush 

Instead  of  giving  low-income  workers  tax  incentives 
through  EITC,  Bush  proposes  to  cut  the  marginal  tax 
rate  for  low-income  families  while  increasing  the 
non-refundable  child  tax  credit.  As  part  of  this 
change,  the  child  tax  credit  would  be  raised  from 
$500  to  $1,000. 

Gore 

A1  Gore  advocates  increasing  the  amount  of  income 
a  married  couple  can  earn  and  still  receive  the  full 
EITC.  Under  his  proposal,  families  would  be  able  to 
earn  more  before  they  began  to  lose  their  EITC;  mar¬ 
ried  couples  with  incomes  up  to  about  $29,000 
would  see  an  EITC  increase  of  approximately  $500. 

Nader  * 


Native  American  Issues 


Tribal  sovereignty 

Buchanan  * 


Buchanan  * 


Education 


Bush 

"My  viezv  is  that  state  lazv  reigns  supreme 
zvhen  it  comes  to  the  Indians,  zvhether  it  be 
gambling  or  any  other  issue." 

Gore 

"I  am  committed  to  zvorking  in  partnership 
zvith  tribes,  on  a  government-to-government 
basis  and  recognizing  the  sovereign  rights  of 
tribes,  to  provide  for  a  better  future  for 
Native  Americans  in  the  next  millennium.  I 
am  also  committed  to  fighting  objectionable 
legislatwe  riders  that  attempt  to  thzvart  self- 
determination,  tribal  sovereignty,  and  the 
government's  ability  to  take  land  into  trust 
for  tribes." 

Nader 

The  Green  Party  platform  recognizes 
"both  the  sovereignty  of  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  tribal  governments  and  the  govern¬ 
ment's  trust  obligation  to  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  people." 


Bush 

"The  federal  government  and  tribal  governnumts  must  zvork  together, 
government  to  goz'ernment,  to  ensure  that  the  American  dream  is  acces¬ 
sible  to  Native  Americans.  That  dream  begins  zvith  quality  educa¬ 
tion... Tragically  schools  on  tribal  lands  are  often  poor  and  lack  basic 
resources.  The  federal  gozvrnment  has  a  front-line  respotisibility  to  fix 
these  schools  and  provide  an  environment  in  zvhich  children  can  learn." 

Gore 

"7  zvill  zvork  zvith  tribes  to  improve  education,  health  care,  and  eco¬ 
nomic  developmoit  so  that  this  generation  and  future  generations  of 
American  Indians  zvill  have  better  opportunities.  With  my  support 
for  the  President's  landmark  executive  order  on  American  Indian  and 
Alaska  Natii^^  Education  to  improve  high  school  completion  rates, 
together  zve  can  ensure  that  American  Indian  students  receive  the 
best  education  azmilable.  Tribal  colleges  also  need  cotitinuing  support 
to  continue  their  good  zvork." 

Nader 

The  Green  Party  platform  calls  on  the  "federal  gov^ernment... 
to  honor  its  treaty  obligations...  pro  vide  funds  for  innovative 
economic  development  initiativ^es,  education,  and  public  health 
programs..." 
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Civil  Rights 


Affirmative  Action 

Buchanan 

“We  must  cud  the  backsliding  tozvard  hyphenated-Ameri- 
cauism  by  abolishing  quotas  and  set-asides  and  abandon¬ 
ing  the  futile  politics  of  victims-and-villains.  Instead  of 
patronizing  minorities  In/  presuming  that  they  cannot 
succeed  without  government  assistance,  we  must  work 
together  to  bridge  our  racial  divide  and  rediscover  what 
brings  us  all  together  as  one  nation  and  one  people.  As 
President,  I  will  eliminate  all  forms  of  discrimination  in 
federal  agencies,  including  reverse  discrimination,  and 
push  for  pzassage  of  a  colorblind  civil  rights  bill  that 
ensures  equal  justice  for  all  and  special  privilege  for 
none." 

Bush 

George  Bush  “opposes  quotas  and  racial  preferences. 
[He]  supports  'affirmative  access'  to  open  the  doors 
of  opportunity  through  programs  such  as  the  Texas 
10  percent  plan,  where  those  who  graduate  in  the 
top  10  percent  of  their  class  are  automatically  admit¬ 
ted  to  any  state  college  or  university.  [He]  advocates 
needs-based  contracting  and  breaking  down  govern¬ 
ment  contracts  to  smaller  sizes  to  encourage  entre¬ 
preneurship  in  all  communities." 

Gore 

''/  will  defend  affirmative  action  because  it  is  still  needed 
in  this  countr\/...lA]ffirmative  action  is  good  for  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  of  America,  good  for  our  economy,  good  for  our 
future  and  good  for  all  of  our  peopde." 

A1  Gore  “believes  we  should  ensure  that  affirmative 
action  programs  are  carefully  targeted  and  fair  and 
that  they  meet  legal  requirements,  but  we  should  not 
eliminate  altogether  programs  that  have  worked." 

Nader 

"After  more  than  300  years  of  affirmative  action  to  benefit 
white  males,  we  definitely  need  affirmative  action  for  pieo- 
pde  of  color  and  women  to  offset  historic  wrongs  as  well  as 
piresent-day  inequalities.  Affirmative-action  programs 
should  not  be  based  on  quotas,  and  race  and  gender 
should  not  be  a  predominant  factor  in  choosing  qualified 
appdicants.  A  good  affirmative-action  program  uses  a 
variety  of  methods  to  achkwe  the  goal  of  increasing  diver¬ 
sity,  including  using  race  and  gender  as  one  of  many  fac¬ 
tors  in  evaluating  the  suitability  of  an  applicant." 


Employment  Non-Discrimination  Act 
(ENDA) 

Buchanan  * 

Bush  * 

Gore 

"...it  is  an  outrage  that  today,  in  1998,  in  40  states  of  our 
union,  it  is  100  percent  legal  to  fire  a  hard-working 
employee  just  because  thei/  are  gay  or  lesbian.  That  is 
profoundly  wrong.  Even/one  deserves  the  basic  freedom 
from  discrimination.  So  I  say  to  Congress:  let's  give 
everyone  who  is  willing  to  work  for  it  a  fair  and  equal 
chance  to  succeed.  Pass  the  Employment  Non-Discrimi¬ 
nation  Act  into  law." 

Nader 

Ralph  Nader  has  not  made  a  specific  statement  on 
ENDA.  However,  in  the  context  of  support  for  civic 
unions  for  gay  couples,  he  has  stated  "My  view  is 
equal  rights,  equal  responsibilities  for  gay  and  lesbian  peo¬ 
ple.  That  would  cover  all  issues." 

Public  funding  of  religious  institutions 

Buchanan  * 

Bush 

George  Bush  would  “expand  'charitable  choice'  to 
all  federal  laws  that  authorize  the  government  to 
use  non-governmental  entities  to  provide  services 
to  beneficiaries  with  federal  dollars.  [He  would] 
establish  an  'Office  of  Faith-Based  Action'  in  the 
Executive  Office  of  the  President  that  [would] 
identify  and  remove  federal  regulations  that  bar 
faith-based  organizations  from  participating  in  fed¬ 
eral  programs.. .[He  would]  promote  alternative 
licensing  regimes  at  the  state  and  federal  levels 
that  recognize  religious  training  as  an  alternative 
form  of  qualification." 

Gore 

"I  believe  we  should  extend  this  carefidly  tailored 
approach  [charitable  choice]  to  other  vital  services  where 
faith-based  organizations  can  play  a  role — such  as  drug 
treatment,  homelessness,  and  youth  violence  prevention." 

(continued  on  page  7) 
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Criminal  Justice  Policy 


Racial  profiling 


Death  penalty 


Buchanan 

Bush 

Gore 

Nader 

* 

Would  make  federal  gun 
prosecutions  a  top  prior¬ 
ity,  keep  guns  away 
from  criminals  and  juve¬ 
niles,  protect  Second 
Amendment  rights,  and 
enact  reasonable,  com¬ 
mon-sense  restrictions 
on  the  unsafe  use  of 
firearms. 

Would  keep  guns  away 
from  "those  who  should  not 
have  them"  while  respecting 
the  rights  of  legitimate  gun 
owners.  Advocates  manda¬ 
tory  child  safety  locks,  a 
photo  license  I.D.,  a  full 
background  check,  and  a 
gun  safety  test  to  buy  a 
new  handgun. 

Advocates 
trigger  locks, 
strong  law 
enforcement  to 
keep  guns 
away  from 
criminals, 
licensing,  and 
banning  cer¬ 
tain  weapons. 

* 

Advocates  character 
education  in  schools, 
drug  prevention  pro¬ 
grams,  improved  inter¬ 
diction  of  drugs.  Advo¬ 
cates  helping  countries 
promote  crop  substi¬ 
tutes,  working  with 
banks  to  prevent  money 
laundering,  and  surveil¬ 
lance  to  track  and  catch 
drug  smugglers. 

Advocates  expanded  drug 
treatment  within  prisons, 
increased  prison  time  for 
those  who  don’t  break  the 
habit,  strict  supervision  of 
those  who  have  just  been 
released  with  assistance  so 
they  can  make  it  in  the 
workplace,  expanded  drug 
treatment  for  at-risk  youth. 

Advocates 
heavy  empha¬ 
sis  on  treat¬ 
ment  and 

reduced 
emphasis  on 
jailing  non¬ 
violent  drug 
users. 

Opposes 

Opposes 

Opposes 

Supports 

Supports 

Supports 

Opposes 

Civil  Rights  (continued  from  page  6) 

A1  Gore  qualifies  this  statement  by  insisting  that 
government  must  never  promote  a  particular  reli¬ 
gious  view,  or  try  to  force  anyone  to  receive  faith. 


there  must  always  be  a  high-quality  secular  choice 
available,  direct  proselytizing  must  be  prohibited  as 
part  of  any  publicly-funded  efforts,  and  there  must 
be  clear  accountability  for  results. 

Nader  * 


After  searching  the  candidate's  web  site  and  other  public  records,  we  were  unable  to  find  substantive  remarks  on  this  issue. 
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Health  Care 


Buchanan 

Bush 

Gore 

Nader 

Access 

to  care 

St- 

Supports  increased  access 
to  health  insurance  for  low- 
income  families  through 
private  options,  such  as  a 
tax  credit  for  those  without 
employer-based  insurance. 
Medical  Savings  Accounts, 
and  Flexible  Spending 
Accounts;  favors  convert¬ 
ing  CHIP  to  a  flexible  block 
grant. 

Supports  gradual  move 
toward  universal  health 
coverage,  beginning  with 
children;  would  expand 
CHIP  and  Medicaid  eligibil¬ 
ity  for  kids;  advocates 
Medicare  buy-in  for  55-65 
year-olds,  and  a  tax  credit 
for  those  without  employer- 
based  insurance.  Opposes 
Medical  Savings  Accounts. 

Supports  taxpayer- 
financed  universal 
health  care  system; 
believes  that  seg¬ 
menting  the  health 
care  market  through 
programs  such  as 
CHIP  is  not  effective 
in  moving  toward 
universal  health 

care. 

Medicare 

prescription 

drugs 

5(- 

Favors  coverage  through 
private  insurance  programs 
outside  Medicare;  premi¬ 
ums  (only)  paid  in  full  for 
low-income  seniors  with 
sliding  scale  for  those 
above  135%  of  poverty  line; 
catastrophic  coverage  for 
out-of-pocket  expenses 
above  $6,000. 

Favors  creation  of  a  volun¬ 
tary  benefit  as  part  of 
Medicare;  no  deductible; 

50%  of  drug  costs  paid  up 
to  $5,000;  all  premiums  and 
co-pays  covered  for  low- 
income  beneficiaries;  cata¬ 
strophic  coverage  for  all 
prescriptions  after  $4,000  in 
out-of-pocket  costs. 

Favors  coverage 
through  a  Medicare 
benefit  with  the  full 
amount  of  drugs 
covered. 

Managed 

care 

regulation 

H- 

Supports  a  federal  patients' 
bill  of  rights  of  limited 
scope  and  coverage. 

Supports  Patients'  Bill  of 
Rights  that  would  cover  all 
privately-insured  patients. 

Critical  of  HMOs, 
but  has  not 
provided  detailed 
proposals  regarding 
regulation. 

After  searching  the  candidate's  web  site  and  other  public  records,  we  were  unable  to  find  substantive  remarks  on  this  issue. 


